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Juvps v. 11. 
And periſhed in the gainſaying of Corah. 


ES Mong all the diſmal conſe- 
quences of that fatal day 
wherein the Honour of 
our Nation ſuffered toge- 
ther with our Martyr'd Sove-. 
: raizn, there is none which in 
this Place w2 ought to be more concern- 
ed for, than the! Di/honour which was done to 
Religion by it. For if thoſe things which 
were then ated among us, had been done 
among the moſt rude and barbarous Nations, 
though that had been enough to have made 
them for ever thought ſo; yet they might 
have been imputed to their>ignorance in mat- 
ters of Civility and Religion : bur when they 
were committed not only by men who were 
called Chriſtians, but under a pretence of a 
mighty zeal for their Religion too, mn will 
| A 2 either 


Mart.22.21, 


Rom. 13.2. 


the Devil himſelf were to preach ſedition to 


(32 
either think that Religion bad which did give 
encouragement to. ſuch ations, or thoſe 
perſons extremely wicked, who could make 


uſe of a pretence of it for things ſo contrary to 


its nature and deſign. And on which of theſe 
two the blame will fall, may be ſoon diſco- 
vered, when we conſider that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, above all others, hath taken careto pre- 
ſerve the Rights of Sorveraignty, by giving unto 
Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, and to make re- 


ſiance unlawful by declaring that thoſe who are 


guilty of it ſhall receive to themſel-oes damnation. 


Bur as though bare reſiſtance had been too = 
mean and low a thing for them (notwithe - 


ſRanding whar Chriſt and his Apoſtles had ſaid) 
ro ſhew themſelyes to be Chriſtians of a higher 


rank than others , they imbrue their hands in_ 


the blood of their Soveraign for a demonſtra- 
tion of their Piety, by the ſame figure by 


which they had deſtroyed mens Rights to de-. 


fend their Liberties, and fought againſt the 
King for preſervation of his Perſon. But the 
ations of ſuch'men could not have been ſo 
bad as they were ; unleſs their pretences had 
been ſo great, forthere can be no higher. ag- 
gravation of a wicked action, than for men 
to ſeem to be Religious in the doing of it. If 
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the world, he would never appear otherwiſe 


than as an Angel of Light : his pretence would 


be Ulaity, when he deſigned the greateſt Divi- 
ſions; and the preſervation of Authority, 
when he laid the ſeeds of Rebellion. But we 
miglit as well imagine that che God of this world 
(as the Dervil is ſometime called) ſhould ad- 
vance nothing but Peace and Holineſs in it, as 


that Chriſtianity ſhould give the leaſt counte- 


nance to what is contrary to either of them. Yer 
the wickednels of men hath been fo great up- 
on earth, as to call down Heaven it ſelf to ju- 
ſtifie their impicties; and when they have 


| found themſelves unable to bear the burden 


of them, they would fain make Religion do it. 


Such as theſe we have a deſcription of in 


this ſhort, but ſmart Epiſtle, viz, men who 
pretended inſpirations and impulſes for the 
greateſt villanies; who believed it a part of 
their Saintſhip to defþiſe Dominions, and ſpeak 
ervil of Dignities, who thought the Grace of 
God ſignified very little, unleſs it ſerved to ju- 
Nifie their moſt wicked a&tions. Thele in all 
probability were the followers of Simon Ma- 

us the Leviathan of the Primitive Church,,who 


deſtroyed all the natural differences of good 
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: 1-c+5:- and evil, 5 and made it lawful for men in caſe 
7 diz+ of perſecution,to forſwear their Religion. . The 


(6: Atuny 


4:4 great part of his DoRrine being that bis Diſ- 
"©,45, Ciples need not be afraid of the terrours of the Law, 


1 cart | 
_ w* for they were free to do what they pleaſed themſelves, 
204 ne becauſe Salvation was nat to be expefted by good 


'<1/PamtL- 


5s *u11- w9rks, but only by the Grace of God : No wonder 
77:2 then, that ſuch as theſe did turn the Grace of God 


Fjtph. has Hah 
2455 intolaſciviouſneſs: And when it proved danger- 
1% 3s ou5 not todo it, would deny their Religion to 


<4rre; lavethemſelves. Forthey had ſo high opini- 


cre? das 


(Sw Ons of themſelves, that they were the only 
+" 76:94 Saints, that as «Epiphanius tells us,they thought 
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3 «71+» lelves to danger before the Heathen Grover- 
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145+ nours; by which they not only diſcovered 


d/ 
14,7: whata mighty value they ſer upon themlelves, 
 >43-1but what mean and contemptible thoughts 


egos a Tp 


-+ i; they had of that Authority which God had 
%":.* eſtabliſhed in the world. 

FT; 40 

ts $72.4 did x ac17o TevZitur The Forngas. Tmiort. here, fb, 1. 1, p.1935 
a H « 2170 won 01 arJownar, of 5 ama mavits Ys Y) Kijyss" X, Oig' Taro 


7 \ 1 ” ay o 4Y , 
618 1) Fann's 745 wayyEtiias tuTg iy THY Koigar. EPiP. har, 24. S. 5. 4 


But this they would by no means allow, 


for they thought all the Governments of the | 
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ſome 


« 41:54 world to be nothing elle: but the contrivance of 


v.45 (763- It the caſting Pearls before Swine, to expoſe them-"_ 
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ſome evil ſpirits to abridge men of that liberty which 


. Gad and nature had girven them : And this is that 


ſpeaking evil of Dignities which they are charged 
with, not only by our Apofile here, but by 
S. Peter before him. Although the phraſe 


| uſed by S. Peter, /ifus 4reomuirlis may be taken 


(by the uſe of the word #-9wis in the firſt of 


2 Pete2.10. 


Maccabees) not for the bare contempt of , 1... .. 


Authority, expreſſed by reviling language,but 
for an open reſiſtance of it, which the other 
is ſo natural an introduction to, that thoſe 
who think and ſpeak contemptibly of Go- 
vernment,do but want an occaſion to manife{t 


_ that their ations would be as bad as their 


thoughts and expreſsions are, And from 
hence «yi« here in the words of the Text is 
made uſe of to expreſs one of the moſt re- 
markable ſceditions we cver read of, viz. that 


of Corah and his (ompany againſt Moſes and 


Aaron , whoſe puniſhment for it did not de- 


ter theſe perſons who went under the name 
of Chriſtians, from joyning in ſeditious pra- 
Rices to the great diſhonour of Chriſtianity, 
and their own ruine.. For therefore the 
Apoſtle denounces a Woe againſt them in the 
beginning of the verſe, and ſpeaks: of their 
ruine as certain as if they had been conſumed 
by fire,or {wallowed up by the carth; as Corab 


and: 
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and his accomplices were ; And they periſhed in 
the gain/aying. of Corah. Inthe verb «nd; the 
Aoriſt;\taxth Grotius, is taken for the future, or 
preſent,,and ſo implying that theſe courſes did 
tend to their miſery and ruine,and would un- 
avoidably bring it upon them. If theevidence_ 
in hiſtory had been clear of the Carpocratians 
joyning with the Jews in the famous rebellion 
of Barchochebas, wherein ſuch multitudes of 

y. pavid Chriſtians as well as Heathens were deftroyed in 
ps of Africa, @gypt, and other places, and the time 
of it had agreed with the time of writing this 
Epiſtle, I ſhould then have thought thae this 
had been the Rebellion here ſpoken of , for 
all the Actors in it were deſtroyed by the Ro- 
man Power, and ſome of the chief of them 
made publick examples of ſuſtice for the de- 
terring of others from the like praQices. But 
however this be, we find thele perſons here 
charged with a fin of the ſame nature, with 
the gainſaying of Core,and a judgement of the 
ſame nature, as the conſequent of the fin ;- for 
they periſhed in the gainſazing, &'c. And there- 
fore we ſhall confider the words, 
i. As relating to the fact of Corab and his 
company. Fc = 
2. As implying as great diſpleaſure of God 
under the Goſpel againſt the ſame kind of fin, 


f as 


x > 
as he diſcovered inthe immediatedeſirudion 
of chaſe perfor roho-wets theniguilley of ir. 2 

1. As relating to the fa@ of Cofub and his 
company; and [othe words lead us -to'the 
handling, + 

x. The nature of the Fafiom which was 
raiſed by them. A 

2. The Judgement that was infliged upon 
them for it. ID 

i. For underſtanding the/-natute-of the 
FaQion, we muſt enquire into the defign that 
was laid, the perſons who wereengaped in it, 
the pretences that were made ule of for it. 

1. The defign that was laid for thar, and all 
other circumſtances of the ſtory, -we muft 
have reſort to the account that is given of it, 
Numb. 16. Where we ſhall find that the bot- 
rom of the defign was the ſharing of the 
Government among themſelves , which ic 
was impoſlible for them to hope for, as long 
AS Moſes continued as 4 King in Jeſurun, for fo 
he'is called, Dent. 3 3- 5.2-Him therefore they 
intend to lay afide, but this they knew to be a” 
very difficult task; conſidering what won- 
ders God had wronght by hirt in their delive- 
rance out of Egypt! what wiſdom he had hi- 
theito ſhewed' inthe cotdu@ of them; what 
care for ther pieſerpation,- what integrity - 
Ee, 7. the 
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the management-of his. power, what reve- 
A rence; the people :did-bearcomards him, and 
what: ſolemn yows and promiles; they . had 
R made of obedience:to- him. Bur ambitious 
and faftious men are never diſcouraged by 
ſuch an; appearance of difficulties;;- for they 
know they muſt addreſs themfelyes to the 
people, and in the firſt-place -perſwade 'them 
that they manage their intereſt againſt che 
uſurpation ot:theis Groyerfiours, For by.thar 
means they gain: upon. the-peoples affeions, 
 *who are. ready to cry them up -preſently as 
the true Patriots and defenders heir Liber- 
ries againſt; che encroachmens of. Prixces: and | 
When-they .haye thus -inlinuated themſelves | 
into the good opinion of the people; ground- 
Jeſs ſuſpicions, and;; unxeaſonable fears and 
jealouſies will pals fas argiitgents and; de- 
monſtrations.,' 'T;hen they; who-can invent 
the moſt popular lyes againſt the - Govern- - 
ment-are accounted the men of integrity,;and 
they who-moſt.diligencly ſpread the, moſtins | 
famoys reports, ,!arg; the;men of honeſty, be- | 
cauſe they. are fartheſt from being Flatterers 
of the Court. The ,peoplexake a Rrange pride, 
as'well as plealurg,, in, bearing. and) telling al 
the faulgs of. theis Goernggss z; for-incfoing {0 
they flatter chemſelves-in. chinking they . de- 
7 _ | ſerve 
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C9) 
ſerve to rule much betrer than thoſe which 
do'it. . And -the-:willingneſs they have to 
think ſo of themſelves, niakes them miſcon- 
Rrue all the ations of their Saperiours to the 
' woxle ſenſe, and then they find our plots in 
eyery thing, -upon.the people. ' What cyer 
is done for the neceſlary . maintenance of Go- 
rvernment, is {uſpeRed to be a deſign meerly 
to exhauſt. the people to.\imake them ; more 
unable to xeſift.. - ]Jf -gaod: Laws be: made, 
theſe are {aid.-by facQtious-men to. þe,only-in- 
tended for ſnares for the yood people, but 
others may break them and:/go. unpuniſhed, 
. .If Government,.beiftrict and ſevere, then.ic 
is cruel and. tyrannical; if mildand -indyb 
_ gent; then, it/is remiſs.and negligent.: If Laws 
be executed, .chen- the peoples. Liberties | be 

oppreſſed; if not, then iti were þetter nov te. 
make Laws, than.not''to lee them executed. 
If there be Wars, the. people-are undone by 
Taxes-;. if there be Peace, they axe undone by 

Plenty. .Tf-extraqrdinary-, Judgements/befall | 
them,.then they lamentcheſins of their (Jo- 
vernours, and of the-Times, and ſcarce'think 
of their own. If miſcarriages -happery (as ic 

is impaſible alwaies, to..prevent. chem)- hey = 

charge the form of (Toyernmeny,with:iHem, 
which all ſorts are ſubje& to. Nay, it; -is ſel- 
B 2 dom 
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dom that (Tovernours eſcape with their own 
fauks, the: peoples are often laid upon them 
£00. 50 here, Numb.' 16. 14. Moſes is charged 
with not carrying them'into Canaan, when it 
was their own fins which kept them thence. 
Yea, ſopartial have the people generally been 
againft their Rnlers, when fwayed by the 
power of FaRtion, that this hath made Go- 
vernment very difficult and unpleaſing ; for 
what ever the ations of Princes are, they are 
liable to* the cenfures of the people. Their 
bad eRions being more publick, and their 
g00d therefore ſuſpeRed of deſign ; 'and the 
' wiſer Covernours are, the more jealous the 
people arcofthem. For alwaies the weakeft 
part of mankind are the moſt ſuſpicious s the 
leſs they underſtand things, the more defigns 
they imagine are laid for them, and the beſt 
counſels are the fooneſt rejefted by them. So 
that the wiſeſt Government can never be ſecure 
from the jealouſies of the people, and they 
that will raife a'faRion againſt it will never 
want a party to fide with them. For when 
could we ever have imagined a Government 
more hkely to be free Som this, than that 
'which Moſes had: over the people of Iſrael ? 
He being an extraordinary perſon for all the 
abilities of Government ; one bred up in the 

fl ” Egyptian 


(11 
Egyptian Coxrt, and in no mean degree of ho- 
: nour, being called the Son of Pharaohs 
Daughter, one (of great experience in che 
* management of affairs, of great zeal for the 
good of his Countrey, as appeared by the 
renderneſs of his peoples intereſt in their -de- <2 
liverance out of Egypt, one of great temper 
and meeknels above all the men of the earth ; 
one who took all imaginable care for the 


| Boe eſtabliſhment of Laws among them , 


ut above all theſe, one particularly choſen 

y Cod for this end, and therefore furniſhed 

* With alltherequiſites of a good man, and an 
excellent Prince : Yet for all theſe things a 

dangerous {edition is here raiſed againſt him, 8 

and that upon the common grounds of ſuch 
things, viz, uſurpation upon the peoples 
rights, arbitrary Crovernment, and ill ma- 

| 4, nagement of affairs, Uſurpation upon the 
| AV peoples rights, v. 4. the Faftion makes a Re- 
| monſtrance aſſerting the priviledges of the pecple. 
againſt Moſes and Aaron, Te take too much upon 
Jou, ſeeing all the ( ongregation are holy ecvery one 
of them, and the Lord is among them ; Where- 
fore then gt you up your ſelves above the Con. 
gregation of the Lord: As though they- had 
faid, we appear only in behalf of the Funda. 
mental Liberties of the people both Civil and 
| | B.;z Spiritsal 
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Spiritual ; we only ſeek to retrench the exor- 
bitances of power, and [ome late innovations 
which have been among us; if you are con- 
tent to lay aſide your power which is ſo dan- 
gerous and offentive to Gods boly people, we ſhall 
then fit down:in quiernels; for alas it is not 
for our (elves that we ſeek thele things (whar 
are we ?) but the cauſe of Gods people is dearer to 
us than our lives, and we ſhall willingly ſa- 
crifice them in ſo: good a Cauſe. And when 
Moſes afterwards ſends for the Sons of BEliab 
to come to him, they peremptorily refule all 
Meſſages of Peace, and with their men of the 
ſword mentioned, wo. 2. 'T hey make votes of 
non-Addreſſes, and break off all Treaties with 
him, and declare thele for their reaſons, that 
he did dominaudo dominari, as ſome render it, 
exerciſe an arbitrary and _tyrannical power 
over the people, that he: was guilty of breach 
of the truſt committed to him, for hepro- 
\ V-14 miledro bring than into a Land flowing with Mulk 

and Honey, or give them inberttance of fields 

and vineyards, but he had ngg done it, and in- 

ftead of that only, deceive& the people till 

with fair promiſes, and ſo puts out their eyes that 

they cannot ſee into the depth of his defigns.- 

So that now by the ill management of his 


Truſt, the power was again deyolyed into the 
hands 


V. 12, 13. 
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hands of the people, and they ought to take 
account of:his ations. By which we ſee the 
deſign was under very fair and popular pre- 

. tences to deveſt Moſes of his Government, and 
then they doubted not but ſuch zealous Pa- 
triots as they had ſhewed themſelves, ſhould 
come to have the greateſt ſhare inc , but chis: 
which they moſt aimed at, muſt appear leaſt 
in view, and only Neceſſity and Providence 
muſt ſeem to caſt that upon them,which was 
the firſt true motive they had to rebel againſt 


Moſes and Aaron. = 
2. The Perſons who were engaged in it. 
At firſt they were only ſome diſcontented Le- 
. vites who murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron; 
- becauſe they were not preferred to the Prieſt- 
hood, and of theſe Corah was the chief. R. Solo- 
mn obſerves, that the reaſon of Corabs diſcon- 
rent, was, that Elizaphan the Son of Uzziel, of 
the younger houle to Izhar from whom Corah 
deſcended, was preferred before him by Moſes = 
to-be Prince over the Sons of Kobath: Corah Ra 
being active and bulie in his diſcontents, had 
the* opportunity of drawing in ſome of the 
Sons of Reuben, for they pitched their tents 
neat .cach-other, both- an the:South-ſide of the Tax "5-19 
bernacle of the Congregation ;- and theſe were dil- ' 
| contented on the account of their R—_ 
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' loſt the priviledge of Pronogenitwre. Thus 
what ever the pretences are, how: fair and po- 
pular ſocver in the oppofition. men make to. 
Authority, ambition and private diſcontents 
arc the true beginners of them : but theſe muſt 
be covered over with the deepeſt diſSmulation, 

with moſt vehement Proteſtations tb the con- 
trary, nothing muſt be talked of but a mighty 

zeal for Religion, and the publick Intereſt. So 
17. > Joſephus tells us concerning Corah, that while he 
4.4.4.2 Carried on his own ambitious deſigns, with 
_ all the arts of ſedicion and a popular clo- 
_ in{inuating into the peoples minds 
ange ſuggeſtions againſt Moſes his Tovern- 
ment, as being a meer politick defign of his 
toenſ]ave the people of God, and advance his 
own family and intereſt, i&iado # xor7 negrovur Ser 

xi, he would ſeem to-regard nothing but the 
publick good If fair pretences, and glorious 
ticles will ſerve to cheat the people into their 
own mileries, and the ſad effects of Rebel- 
lion ; they ſhall never want thoſe who will 
enſlave them for the ſake of Liberty, undo them 

for the publick good, and deſtroy them with de- 
ſigns of Reformation. For nothing is more po- 
ular than Rebeſhomin the beginning; nothing 
in-the-iflue of it. - And the only'true rea- 
ſonthat ic is ever ſo, is from the want of wil 
dom 


| oo 
dom and judgement inthe generality of. 
kind, who ſeldom ce to the end of things, 
and hardly diſtinguiſh between the names 
and nature of them,till their own dear bought 
experience hath taught them the difference. 
Sedicion is of the nature, and hath the inſe- 
parable properties of Sin; for it is conceived 
with pleaſure, brought forth with pain, and 
ends in death and miſery. Nothing enters up- 
on the ſtage with a braver ſhew and appear- 
ance, but however proſperous for a time it 
may continue, it commonly meets with a fa- 
tal end. But it is with this fin as to this 


world, as it is with others as to the next; 


men when they are betrayed into them | 
are cartied away and tranſported with the 
pleaſing temprations, not conſidering the 
unſpeakable miſery that follows after them. 


| So that what the Devils advantage is in or- 


der to the ruine of mens ſouls, is the ad-- 
vantage of ſeditious perſons over the leſs 


underſtanding people; they both tempt with 
| an appearance of good + and cqually de- 


ceive them which hearken to them. Bur 


as we ſtill find; that notwithſtanding all the 


grave admonitions, the ſober counſels; the ra- 


tional diſcourſes, the perſwaſive arguments 
which are uſed-to- deter men from che pra- 


C .- eu 
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ic fin,they will fill be ſuch Fools toyield 


tothe Dewils temptations:againft:their own 
welfare :*: $0, neither'the our as a:con« 
tinued Peace, nor the mileries..of an inteſtine 
IVar, neither the' ſecurity of a ſettled Gorvern- 
ment, ' nor the conſtant danger' of Innovations 
will hinder men of fiery: and Teſtleſs'fpirits 
from raiſing combultions in a Nation,though 
themſelves periſh inthe Flames of them. This 
we find here 'was the cafe of. Corab and. his 
company ; they had forgotten the groans of 
their captivity in Egypr, and the miracles .of ” 
their deliverance our of it, and all the faichful 
ſervices of 'Moſes, 'atid Aaron, they confidered 
not the difficulties of Gowsr1ment, nor theim- 
poſſibility of ſatisfying the ambitious deſires | 
of all pretenders ; they regarded not that 
God from whom their power was derived,nor 
the account they mult give cohim for their 
reſiſtance of it : nothing but a full Revenge 
upon the Crovernment can ſarisfie them, by 
leaving no means /unattempted* for'its: over- 
throw, though themſelves'be-conſamed by 
the fall of it. It were happy for Government if 
theſe turbulent ſpirits could be ſingled: our 
from the reſt in their firſt, arcempes5 bur thar 
is the uſual ſubtilty of ſuch men, when they 
. find themlſelyes aimed at, they run into the 
RR common 
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Were men who were only ſanGified by Rebel- 
| | SA” 
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common herd, and per{wade the people that 
they are equally concerned with themfelyes 
in the preſent danger, that chough the pre- 
tence be only againſt factionand ſedition, the 


_.defign is the ſlavery and oppreflion of the 


People. This they. manage at firſt by grave 


nods, and fecret whifpers, by deep fighs, and 
extatick motions, by far fetched diſcourſes, 
and Tragrzcal ſtories, till they find the people 
capable of xeceiving their impreſſions,. and 
then ſeem ho unwilling to mention that 
which it was at firſt their deſign to diſcover. 
By ſuch arts as theſe Corah had prepared, as 
Joſephus tells us, almoſt the whole Camp: of 
Iſrael for a popular tumult, ſo that they, were 


Foſeph. A1- 
tt9, l.q-C.ts 


like to have ſtoned Moſes before he wasaware 
of it 3 and .it ſcems the FaCtion had gained a 


mighty intereſt among the people, when al- 
though God fo ſeverely and remarkably pu- 
niſhed the heads of it,” yet the very next day 


all the Congregation of the Children of I/- 


rael murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron, lay- 
ing,Ye have killed the people of the Lord. What 
a mark of Gods people was ſedition grown 


among them! When theſe mengvere account» 


ed Saints in ſpight of Heaven, and Martyrs, 
though God himſelf deſtroyed them. They 


lion : 
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lien : and ſhewed no other fruits of their pie- 
ty but diſobedience to Authoricy. But the 
danger had not been ſo great, how loud ſo- 
ever the complaints had been, if only the 
ruder multitude had been gained to the Fa- 
vour of Corah and his party : Fortheſe want- 
ed heads to manage them, and ſome Connte- 
zance of Anthority to appear under; and for 
this purpoſe they had drawnto their Faftion 
250 Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the Con- 
gregation, men of Renown, i.e. Members ofthe 
great Council of the Nation, Whom Moſes was 
wont tocall and adviſe with about the pub. 
lick Aﬀairs of it ; ſuch who ſate in Comitits 
Senatorum, as Panl. Fagins tells us, therefore 
ſaid to be FYYJ "WMP ſuch as were called to 
the great Aſſembly which ſate in Parliament at 
the door of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
which was the place where they met together. 
Theſe were the Heads of the Tribes, and the 
Captains of thouſands, and the men of the 
greateſt Fawe and Authority among the 
People whom Moſes afſembled together for 
adwice and counſel, as often as he ſaw juſt oc- 
calion forit. Andas far as I can find were di- 
ftinQ from the great Sanbedrin, which ſeemed 
to be rather a conſtant Court of Fudicature 
which fate to receive Appeals from -Inferions 


Conrts, 
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Conrts, and ro determine ſuch difficult cauſes 
which were reſerved peculiarly for it,as about 
the Apoſiaſy of a whole Tribe, the caſe of falſe 
Prophets, and the like. But theſe 250 men 
did far exceed the whole number of the San- 
hedrin; and the Heads of the Tribes, and the 
Elders of Iſrael were ſummoned together up- 
onany very weighty occaſion, by Moſes both 
before and after the inſtitution of the Sanhe- 
drin. Ang now fince the FaGion had gained 
{o great ſtrength by the acceſſion of ſo great 
a number of the moſt leading men among the 

People, we may expect they ſhould ſoon de- 

clare their intentions, and. publiſh the 

grounds of their entring .into ſuch a combis 

. nation againſt Moſes. 

3. Which is the next thing to be ſpoken.to; 
vizdthe-colours and pretences under which 
theſe perſons ſought to juſtific the proceed- 
ings of the FaQtion. Which were theſe two, 

I. The aſſerting the Rights ani Liberties of 
the people in oppoſition to the Government-of 
Moſes. 

2. The freeing themſelves fromthe encroach- 
ments upon. their ſpiritual Priviledges, which 
were made by the Vſurpations of: Aaron andthe 
Prieſthood, 

-  1,Theaſſerting I and Liberties of the 


C 2  people- 
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people in oppoſetion tothe Government of Moſes. 
Kum, 15 it 4 ſmall thing, ſay they, that thou. haſt: 
33. brought us up out of a Land that floweth with 
Milk and Honey, to kill us in the wilderneſs, ex- 

cept thou make thy ſelf altogether a/Prince over 

us ? And bcfore, their charge-was, that Mo- 

v.;, ſes and Aaron took too much upon them, in lift- 
ing up themſelves abowe the Congregation of the 

Lord. Which 7oſephas more at large explains, 

relling us that the ,great agculation, of Moſes 

79+"4- was, that out of his ambition and affeQation 
of Power,he had taken upon himlelf the Go- 
vernment of the people. without their' con- 

ſent, that he made uſe of his pretence of Fa- 
miliarity with God only for a 'Polirick end, 

that by this means he debarred the people of 

that Lzberty which God had given them, and 

no man ought to take from them, :that they 

=vugige Were All a F ree-born people, and equally the 
_ '" Children of Abraham, and therefore there was 
zuls , no reaſon.they ſhould depend upon the will 
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9 cute of a ſingle Perſon, who by his Polyick Arts had 


Vu$ X0OAc- © = | 
. "hag brought them to the greateſt neceſlities, that 


7:45 he might rule them the better ; Wherefore 
tw icce' Corab,as though he had been already Preſedent 
exzxu of a High-Court of Fuſtice npon 'Moſes their 
Mz: King, determines, that it was neceſſary for the 
a © Common-wealib, that ſuch enemies to the Pub- 


tel 4.C.2, 
lick 
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lick Intereſt ſbould be diſcovered and puniſhed; 
left if they be tet abone' in #hvir Vſurpations of 
- Power , they. declare themſelves bpen' Enenices 
when it will be too late to oppoſe them, There 


were then two. great Principles among them 


wy which they: thought to defend themſelves. 
. That Liberty and a right #0 Power is'ſo 


| Gn in the People,that i it cannot be taken | 
from them. 
:1 24! That incaſe of ſiypation upon that 


Liberty'of' the people, they may refamie' the 
exerciſe of Power, by puniſhing thoſe: who 
are guilty of it. 

7. That Liberty, and a righvto Powe), "Its 
ſeparable from the people'; Irbertatis phtrork- 
nium ſuſcipiunt, ſaith Calvin, upori Corah and 
his company 3 and I believe. they- will be 
found. os the firſt afſertors of this kind '6f 
Liberty that ever'were in the world: ” A#d 
happy had it been for us in this Nation, if Co- 
rahhad never found any-Difſciples in it; -For 


' what 2 bleſſed [Liberty iwas this Which Corab 


aimedat,viz. to chatige 0ne excellent Prinds, 
as Moſes was, for 250 Tyrants, beſides Carah 
andthe Sons of Reuben 2 What juſt and equal 
liberty was'it which Moſes-did deprive them 
of? ' It -was only the Liberty of deſtroying 
ven, which all che power he had could 
—_ 
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hardly keep. them from. Could there be arty 

greater Liberty chan delivering them out of l 

the houſe of bondage? and was not Moſes the | 

great Inſtrument in effecting it > Could 

there be greater Liberty than for their whole 

Nation-to be preſerved from all the deſigns of | 

their enemies, to enjoy their own Laws, and : 

matters of Juſtice co be duly adminiſtred 

among them ? and had they not all theſe un- 

, <derthe Government of Moſes * What means 

\g "ben this out-cry for Liberty ? Is it that they 

* would have had no Government at all among 
them, but that every one might have done 
what he pleaſed himſelf? This indeed were 
a deſirable Liberty, if a'man could have it 
alone : but whenevery one thinks that he is 
but one, though he be free; and every one 
elſe is:as free as he, but though their freedoxe 
be equal to his, his Power is not equal to 
theirs; and therefore to bring things to a more 
juſt proportion, every one maſt part with 
ſome powerftor a great deal of ſecurity. If 
any man can imagine himſelf in ſuch a ſtate of 

" : Fonfuſion, which ſome improperly call a ftate 

| / of nature, let him conſider, whether the con- 

| © xentment he could take inhiis own liberty and 

| $awer tg defend himſelf, would ballancethe 

ieai> he would have of the injury which 


others 
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ethers in the ſame Rate might be able to do 
him. Not that I think meer fear made men at 
firſt enter into Societies, for there is a natural 
inclination in mankind to it, and one of the 
greateſt pleaſures of humane life lyes in the 
enjoyment of ir. Bur what other confidera- 
tions incline men to, fear makes reaſonable, 
though men part with ſome ſuppoſed liberty 
for the enjoyment of it. So that the utmoſt 
libeny is deſtroyed by the very nature of Go- 
, evermment, and nothing can be more unrea- 
ſonable than for men to quarrel with Gorvern- 
ment for that, which they cannot enjoy and the 
preſervation of themſelves together. Which 
alone makes the defire of Power reaſonable, 
and if the preſervation of our ſelves in our 
rights and properties may be had without ir, 
all that the want of Liberty ſignifies, is, that 
men have all the conveniences of P. wer with- 
out the trouble and the cares of it. And if 
' this be not a more deſirable Liberty than the 
other, let any rational man judge. The pre- 
tence of Liberty then in this ſenſe againſt Go- 
rvernment, is, that men are Fools in taking the 
heſt care to preſerve themſelves, that Laws are 
but inſtruments of Slavery, and every ſingle 
man is better able ro defend himſelf, than the 
united ſtrength of a people in Society is to 
defend him. And this kind of Liberty we 
Ee ed DD - may 


| 35 
may juſtly think will be- defixed by none 
but mad-men, and bþeafts of prey.” Te 
follows then, that what Liberty is incon- 
ſiſtent with all Government, muſt never be . 
_ pleaded againſt any one ſort of it. But is there 
then ſo grear a degree of Liberty in one-mode 
of Government more than another, © that-it 
ſhould be thought reaſonable to diſturb Go- 
ernment, meerly to alter the form of it? 
Would it have. been ſo much better for the. 
people of Tjrael to have been governed by the 
250 men here mentioned, . than by Mofes ? 
Would not they have required the ſame ſub- 
jection and obedience to themſelves, though 
their commands had been much more untea- 
ſonablethan his ? What ſecurity can there be 
that every one of thele ſhall not be worfe in 
all reſpe&s than him whom they were ſo wil- 
ing to lay aſide; and if one be thought trouble- 
ſome, . what Liberty and eaſe is there when 
their name is Leg:on ? So that the folly oftheſe 
popular pretences is as greatas the fin in being 
perſwaded by them. | 0991 
And it may be they have not thought amiſs 
who have attributed a great part of that di» 
ſturbance of the Peace of Kingdoms, under a 
pretence of popular Goyernment,' to an unjuſt 
admiration of thoſe Greek and Roman Writers, 
who have unreaſonably ſer up Liberty in 
1 


*} 
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oppoſition to Monarchy. But ſome of the 
wileſt of chem have given us a truer account 
of thele things, and have told us, that it was 
impoſlible the Roman State could have been 
preſerved longer,unleſs it had ſubmitted to an 
Imperial Power , For the popular heats and 
factions were ſo great,that the annual eleftion 
of Mazi/trates, was but another name for a tu- 
mult, and as Dio goes on, the name of popular 
Government us far more plauſible, but the benefits 
of Monarchy are far greater ; it being much eaſier 
to find one good than many , and though one be ac- 
counted difficult, the other is almoſt impoſable. And 
as he ellewhere well oblerves, the flowiſhing of 
a Common-wealth depends upon its poverty , that 
being alone able to unite the minds of the 
Gorvernours, Who. in a plentiful ſtate, not ſer 
about with enemies, will be graſping ar their 
own private intereſts, and fall naturally from 
thence into diviſions and animoſtties ; but the 
floarijhing of the Monarchy lyes in the riches of it, 
the Prince and the People having the ſame in- 
tereſt, and being rich or poor together. So 
that we ſee the notion of Liberty, and exerciſe 
of power in Government, is ſo far from being 
an inſeparable property of the people, that the 

proper notion of: it is inconſiſtent - with Go- 
ernment and that which lyes in the enjoy- 
ments of our Rights and Properties, is lo far from 
a being 


Pin Rom. 
bit. l. 584. 
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being inconfiſtent with Monarchy, that they 
are more adyanced by that, than by any other _ 
way of Crovernment. 

2. Another principle which tends to the 
ſubverting Crovernment under a pretence of 
Liberty, is, that in caſe of 7ſurpation upon the 
Rights of the People, they may reſume the 
exerciſe of Power, and puniſh the Supreme 
Magiſtrate himſelf , if he be guilty of it: 
Then which there can be no principle ima- 
gined more deſtructive to civil Societies, and 
repugnant to the very nature of Goernment. 
Formit deftroys all the obligations of Oaths 
and Compaas; it makes the ſolemneſt bonds 
of obedience ſignifie nothing, when the peo- 
ple ſhall think fit to declare it : it makes eve- 
ry proſperous Rebellion juſt ; for no doubt 


whea the power is in the Rebels hands, they 


will juſtifie themſelyes, and condemn their 
Soveraign. (And if Corah, Dathan and Abiram 
had ſucceeded in their Rebellion againſt Me- 
ſes, no doubt they would have been called 
the Keepers of the Liberties of Tſrael.) It makes 
all Grovernment dangerous to the perſons in 
whom it is, conſidering the unavoidable in- 
firmities of it, and the readineſs of people to 
miſconſtrue the ations of their Princes, and 
cheir incapacity to judge of them , it not be- 
ing fi” chat the- reaſons of all counſels of 
Princes 
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Princes ſhould be divulged by Proclamations. 
So that there can be nothing wanting to 
make Princes miſerable, bugthat the people 


- want Power to make them ſo. And the ſup- 


poſition of this principle will unavoidably 
keep up a conſtant jealoufie between the 
Prince and his people : for if he knows their 
minds, he will think it reaſonable to ſecure 
himſelf by all means againſt their Power, and 
endeavour to keep them as unable to teſiſt as 
may be: whereby all mutual confidence be- 
eween a Prince and his People will be deſtroy- 
ed : and there can beno ſuch way to bring in _ 
an arbitrary Government into a Nation, as that 
which ſuch men pretend, to be the only 
means to keep it out. Belides, this muſt ne- 
ceſſafily engage a Nation in-endleſs diſputes 
about the forfeiture of Power into whoſe 
hands it falls: whether into the people in com- 
mon, or ſome perſons particularly choſen by 
the people for that purpole: for in an eſtabliſh: 
ed Government according to their-principles, 
the King himſelf is the true repreſentative 
of the people; others may be cholen for ſome 
particular purpoſes, as propoſing Laws, &c. 
but thele cannot pretend by vertue of that 
choice, to have the full power of the people; 


+ and withall, whatever they do againſt the 
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conſent of the people is unlawful ; and their 

power is forfcited by attempting it. 
Bur on the other ſide, what mighty danger 
' can there be in ſuppoling the perlons of 
Princes to be ſo ſacred, that no ſons of violence 
| ought to come near t&hurt them ? Have not 
all the ancient Kingdoms and Empires of the 
world flouriſhed under che ſuppoſition of an 
unaccountable power in Princes ? T bat hath 
been thought by thoſe who did .not own a 
derivation of their power from God, bur a juſt 
ſecurity to. their perſons, conſidering the 
hazards, and the care of CFovernment which 
they undergo ? Have not the people who have 
been moſt jealous of their Liberties, been fain 
to have recourſe to.an unaccountable power, 
as their laſt refuge in caſe of their greateſt ne- 
ceſſities ? I mean the Romans in their Didators. 
And if it were thought not only reaſonable, 
but neceſſary then, ought it not to be pre- 
ſerved inviolable, where the ſame Laws do 
give it by which men have any right to chal- 
lenge any power at all 2 Neither doth this 
girve Princes the liberty to do What they liſt ; for the 
Laws by which they Gorvern, do fence. in the 
rights and properties of men; and Princes do find 
| ſo'great conveniency eale and ſecurity in their 
Government by Law, that the ſenſe of that will 
3 _ - keep 
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keep them far better within the compaſs of 
Laws, than the Perples holding a Rod over 
chem, which the beſt Princes are like to ſuffer 
the moſt by, and bad will but grow deſpe- 
rate by it. Crood Princes will never need ſach 
a curb, becauſe their oaths and promiſes, their 
tove and tenderneſs towards their people, the 
ſenſe they have of a Power infinitely greater 
than theirs, ro which they muſt give an ac- 
count of all their a&tions, will make them 
govern as the Fathers of their Countrey ; and 
bad Princes will never value it, but will ea- 
deavour by all poſſible means to ſecure them- 
ſelves againſt it. So that no inconveniency 
can be poſſibly ſo great on the ſuppoſttion of 
this unaccountable Power in Soveraign Princes, 
taking it ih the general, and meerly on the ac- 
count of reaſon, as the unavoidable miſchiefs 
_ of that Hypatheſis, which places all power ori- 

vinally in the people, and notwirhſtanding all 
oaths and bonds whatſoever to obedience gives 
them the liberty ro reſume ir when they 
pleaſe : which will alwaies be when that 
Spirit of Faftion and Selition ſhall prevail 
among them, which ruled here in (orah and 
his company. oo 
\ .2. Another pretence for this Rebellion of 


Corah, was, the freeing themſelves from the 
| encroach- 
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excroachments upon their ſpiritual priviledges 
which were made by the uſurpations of Aaron 
and the Prieſthood. This ſerved for a very po- 
pular pretence, for they knew no reaſon that 
one Tribe ſhould engroſs ſo much of the 
wealth of the Nation to themſelves, and have 
nothing to do but to attend the ſervice of 
Gad for it. What,lay they,are not all the Lords 
people boly * Why may not then all they offer 
up incenſe to the Lord, as well as the Sons of 
Aaron © How many publick «ſes might thoſe 
Rewenues ſerve for, which are now to main- 
tain Aaron, and all the (ons of Ley7? But if 
there muſt be ſome to attend the ſervice of 
God, why may not the weaneſt of the people 
ſerve for that purpole, thoſe who can be ſer- 
viceable for roing cKErWhy by muſt there be 
an order of Prieſthood diſting from that of 
Levites ? why a High- Prieſt above all the 
Prieſts? what is there 1n all their office which 
one of the common people may not do as 
well as they ? cannot they ſlay the ſacrifices, 
and offer incenſe, and doall other parts of 
the Prieſtly office ? So that at laſt they make all 
this to be a Politick deſign of Moſes only to 


. advance his own Family by making his Bro- 


ther High-Pricft, and to have all the Prieſts 
and Levites at hisdevotion,to keep! the people 
| the 


cm 

the better 1n awe. This hath alwaies been the 
; quarrel at Religion, by thoſe who ſeldom pre- 
rend to it, but with a deſign to deſtroy it. For 
who would ever have minded the conſtant at- 
tendance at the Temple, if no encouragements 
had been given to thoſe who were unployed 
init 2 Or isnot Religion apt enough to be de- 
| ſpiſed of it ſelf, by men of prophane minds, 
unleſs it be rendred more wean and contemp- 
tible by the Poverty of thoſegwho are devoted 
ro it? Shall not God be allowed the priviledge 
of every Maſter of a Family, to appoint the 
ranks and orders of his own ſervants, and to 
take care they be provided for, as becomes 
thoſe who wait upon him 2 What a diſhonour 
had this been to the rrue God, when thoſe who 
worſhipped falſe Gods thought nothing too 
great for thoſe who were imployed in the ſer- 
vice of them ? But never any yet cryed, but he 
that had a mind to betray his Maſter, to what 
purpoſe 35 all this waſie ? Let God be honour- 
ed as he ought to be, Jet Religion ceme 1n for 
its ſhare among all the things which deſerve 
encouragement, and thoſe who are imployed 
in the offices of it, enjoy but what God, and 
Reaſon, and the Lawsof their Conntrey give 
them,and then we ſhallſee it was nothing,but 
the diſcontent and fativu of Corah and his 
| company 
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company which made any encroachment oft 
Aaron and the Prieſthood any pretence for Rc- 
bellion. 

Bur all theſe pretences would not ſerve to 
make them eſcape the levere hand of divine 
juſtice; for in anextraordinary and remark- 
able manner he made them ſuffer the juſt de- 
Fert of their fin, for they periſhed in their con- 
tradition, which i i5 the next thing to be con- 
ſidered, ws. 

2. The Judgement which was inflicted upon 
them for ir. They had provoked Heaven by 
their fin, and diſturbed the earth by their Fa- 
Qion ; andthe earth, as if it were moved with 
indignation againſt them,trembled and ſhook, 
as Foſephus ſaith, like waves that are toſſed 
with a mighty wind, and then with a horrid 
noiſe it rends afunder,and opens its mouth to 
ſwallow thoſe in its bowels who were unftt to 
live upon the tace of 1t. They had been di- 
viding the people, and the earth to their 
amazement and ruine- divides it | felf under 
their fect, as though it had been deſigned on 
' purpoſe, that in their puniſhment themſelves 
might feel,and others ſee the milchief of their 
fin. Their (editions principles ſeemed to have 
_ intected the ground they ſtood upon;the earth 
of a ſudden proves as unquiet and trouble- 

; {ome 
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ſome as they ; but to rebuke their madneſs, it 
was only in obedience to: him who made it 
the cxecutioner of his wrath againſtthemzand 


when it had done its office, it 15 ſaid, that the Numb.is. 


earth-cloſed upon them ;, and they periſhed from 
among the Congregation. Thus the earth have- 
ing revenged 1tfelf againſt the diſturbers of 
its peace, Heaven preſently appears with a 
flaming fire, taking vengeance upon the 250 
men,who in oppoſition to; Aaron, had uſurped 
the Prieftly vifice, an offering incenſe before the 
Lord. Such a Fire, 1t we believe the ſame Hi- 
ſtorian, which far outwent the moſt Yreadful 
eruptions of Etnaor Veſuvius,which neither 
the art of man, nor the power of the wind 


could raiſe, which neither the burning of 


Woods nor Cities could parallel ; but ſuch a 
Fire which the wrath of God alone could 


kindle, whoſe light could be ontdone by no- 


thing but the heat of 1t. Thus Heaven and 
Earth agree 1n the puniſhment of ſuch di- 
ſturbers of Government, and God by this re- 
markable judgement upon them hath lefr ir 
wpon record to all ages,that all the world may 
be convinced how:diſplealing to him the tin 
of faction and (edition 1s. For God. takes all 
rhis that was done againſt Moſes and Aaron, 
as done againſt himle}f. For they are faid to 
be gathered together againſt the Lord, v. It. to 

E.2 provoke 


< 


On 


33* 


Numb. 26. 
9, 


Rom. t?. 


* mildeſt ſenſe recerivea ſevere puniſhment from 
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provoke the Lord, v. 30. And the fire is ſ, aid to 


' come out fromthe Lord : v. 35. And afterwards 


it is ſaid of them; Thrs zs that Dathan and 
Abiram, who ſtrowe againſt Moſes and againſt 
Aaron in the company of Corah,when they firove 
againſt the Lord. By which we fee God inter- 


prets ſtriving againſt the Authority appointed 


by him, to be a ſtriving againſt himſelf. God 
looks upon himſelf as immediately concerned 
in the Government of the world ; for by hin 
Princes raign, and they are his Vicegerents up- 
on earth ; and they who reſeſt, refiſt not a meer 


appointment of the people, but an Ordinance 
of God; and they who do ſo ſhall m the 


him. Let the pretences be never ſo popular, 
the perſons never ſo great and famous ; nay, 


though they were of the great Council of the 


Nation, yet we ſee God doth not abate of his 
ſeverity upon any of theſe conliderations. 
This was the firſt formed ſedition that we 
read of Againſt Moſes, the people had been 
murmuring before, but they wanted heads to 
manage them F Now all things concur to a 
moſt dangerous Rebellion upon the moſt po- 
pular pretences of Religion and Liberty ; and 
now God takes the firſt opportunity of de- 
claring his hatred of ſuch aGtions 3 that others 
might hear, and fear, and do no more ſo pre- 


ſumpinon ſl Y. 
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ſumptuonſly. This hath been the uſual me- 
thod of divine Judgements ; the firſt of the 
kind hath been moſt remarkably puniſhed in 
this life, that by it they may ſee how hatcful 
ſuch things are to God ; bur if men will ven- 
ture upon them notwithſtanding, God doth 
not alwaies puniſh them ſo much in this world, 
(though he ſometimes doth) bur r«ferves 
them, withour repentance, to his Juſtice in 
the world to come. The firſt man that ſinned 
was made an example of Gods Juſtice; The 
firſt world ; the firſt publick attempt againſt 
Heaven at Babel after the plantation of the 
world again 3 the firſt Cities which were ſo 
generally corrupted after the flood ; the firſt 
breaker of the Sabvath after the Law ; the 
firſt offerers with ſtrange hre ; the firſt ookers 
into the Ark, and here the firſt popular Re- 
bellion and Uſurpers of the office of Prieſi- 
h:od. - God doth hereby intend ro prelerve 
the honour of his Laws; he gives men warn- 
ing enough by one exemplary puniſhment, 
and if notwithſtanding that, they will commit 
the ſame (1n,they may thank chemſelve: 51t they 
fufter for it, if not in this life, yet in that to 
Come. And that good cficct his Judgement 
had upon that people, that a' 'though rhe next 
day 14000 ſuffered for murmuring at the de» 
firuQion of theſe men,yet we do not find that 
SI any 
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any Rebellion was raiied among them af- 


terward3 upon thele popular pretences of Re- 
lizion, and the\Power of the People. While 
their Judges continued (who were Kines, 
withour the ſtate and title of Kings) they 
were obſerved with reverence, and obeyed 
with diligence. When afterwards they de- 


* fireda King, with all the Pomp and Grandeur 
which other Nations had (which Samuel ac- 
. quaints them with, viz, the Officers and Soul- 


diers the large Revenues he muit have)though 


their King was dilowned by God, yet the 


people held firm in their obedience tro him, 
and Damwvid - himſelf, though anointed to be 
King, perſecuted by Saul, and though he 
might hive pleaded NeceſSty and Providence 
as mu.\1.45 any ever could, (when Sanl was 
ſtrangely delivered into his hands,) yet we ſea 
what an opinion he had. of the perſon of a 


1 bad King, The Lord forbid that I. ſhould do 


' this thine againſt my Maſter the Lords Anointed, 


to [tretch forth my hand againſt him , ſeeins he 
is the Anninted of the L.oxd, And left we 
ſhould think it was only his Modeſty or his 
Policy which kept him from doing it, he 
aicerwards, upon a like occation declares, it 
was only the tin of doing it, which kept 


- him from it. For who can ſtretch forth bis 


hand az ain/l the T.ords Ananted and be vuiltleſs 2 
Not 
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Not as though Darvid could not do it with- 
out the power of the Sanhedrin, as it hath been 
pretended by the Sons of Corah in our age ; 
tor he excepts nane; he never ſeizes upon 
him to carry him priſoner to be tryed by 
the Sankedrin, nor is there any foundation 
for any ſnch power in the Sanhedrin over 
che perſons of their Sowveraigns, It neither 
being contained in the grounds of its inſti- 
rution, nor any precedent occurring in the 
whole ſtory of the Bible, which gives the 
leaſt countenance to it: Nay, fever:l pal- 
ſages of Scripture utterly overthrow it, for 


how could Solomon have laid, IWhere the word ' 1. 


of a King is, there is power ; and Who may ſay 
unto him, what doſt thou ? Tt by the confſtitn- 


tion of their Crovernment, the Sanbedrin 


might have controlled him in what he [aid 
or did, But bare not. ferveral of the mode: 1: 
Fews ſaid ſo? Granting that ſome have, yer 
ſo they have ſpoken many unreaſonable and 
fooliſh things beſides 3 bur yer none of hel: 
have ſaid, that it was in the power of the 
Sanbedrin to depole their Kings, or pur them 
to death ; all that they lay is, that in the 
caſes expreſſed by the Law, it the Kings do 
rranſprels, the Sankedrin had the power cf 


inflicting the penalty of {courging, which yer 


they deny to have had ary iifamy in it 
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among them. But did not Dawid tran(- 
oreſs the Law in his murder and adultery ? 

did not Solomon in the multitude of his wives _ 
& Idolatry,yet where do we read that the Sar- 
hegrin ever took cogniſance of theſe things ? 
And the more ancient Jews do ſay, that the 
+1514, King was not to be judged, as is plain in the 
'* Text of the Miſna , however the Expoſlitors 
have taken a liberty to contradict it , but as 
far as we can find, without any foundation 
of reaſon : and R. Jeremiah in Nachmanides, 
... .. ſaith expreſly, That no creature may judge the 
4.196. King, but the holy and bleſſed God alone. But we 
have an Authority far greater than his, viz. 
of Davids in this caſe, who after: he hath 
denied that any man can ſtretch forth his hand 
againſt the Lords Anointed, and be guiltlef : In the 
very next words he ſubmits the judgement of 
: _ him onlyto God himſelf, ſaying, As tbe Lord 
7s. lirveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, or his day ſhall 
come to die, or he ſhall deſcend mto battel and periſh. 
He thought it ſufficient co leave the judge- 
ment of thoſe things to God, whoſe power 
over Prince; he knew was enough, if well 
conſidered by them, to keep them in awe. 
We have now diſpatched the firſt conſidera- 
tion of the words of the Text, as they relate 

to the fact of Corah and his company. 
2. We ought now to enquire, whether - 
the & 


Wd 

the Chriſtian Doftrine hath made any alteration 

it theſe things; or whether that gives" any 

greater encouragetnent to fa&tion-and ſedi- 

tion than the Law did, when it is masked un- 

der a pretence of zeal for Religion and Liber- 

ty. Butit is! ſo far from ir, that what God 

then declared to' be diſpleaſing ro him 'by 
ſuch remarkable judgements, hath been now 
more fully manifeſted by frequent precepts, 
and vehement «xhortations, by the moſt 
weighty arguments, and the conſtant praQtice 
of the firſt and the beſt of Chriſtians, and by 
the black chara&ter which is ſet upon thoſe 
who under a pretence of Chriſtian Liberty did 
defþiſe dominion , and ſpeak ervil of dignities , 
and follow Corah in his Rebellion, however 
they may pleaſe themſelves with greater light, 
than former ages had in this matter, they are 
ſaid to be ſuch for whom is reſerved the black- 
neſs of darkneſs for ecver. It would take up 
too much time to examine the frivolous 
evaſions, and ridiculous diſtintions by 
which they would make the caſe of the 
Primitive Chriians in not reſiſting Autho- 
rity, ſo mifch different from theirs who 
have not only done ir, but in ſpight of 
Chriſtianity have pleaded for it. Eicher they 
ſaid they wanted ſtrength, or courage, or the 
countenance off the Senate, - or did, not under- 


fland 
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and their own Liberty z when all their obe:. 
dience. was only duc to. thole precepts of 
the Goſpel, which make it. ſo great a part 
of Chriſtianity to be ſubjefs to Principalities 
and Powers, and which: the Teachers of 
the Gefpel had ' particularly given them 
in charge # put the people in mind of. 

And happy had it been for us if this, 
Doctrine had been more ſincerely preach- 
&d, and duly praQtiſed in this Nation; for 
we ſhould then never have ſcen. thoſe ſad 
times, which we can now no otherwiſe 
think of , than of the deyouring Fire, and 
raging Peſtilence , i. e. of ſuch dreadfull 
judgements which we have [marted ſo much 
by, that we heartily pray we may never 
feel them again : For then fears and jea- 
loufies began our mileries, and .the curſe ſo 
often denounced againſt Meroz,, fell upon 
the whole Nations When the Sons of Cc- 
rah managed their own ambitious deſigns 
againſt Moſes and Aaron (the King and the 
Church ) under the' ſame pretences of Reli- 
gion and Liberty. And when the pretence 
of Religion was broken into*Schiſms, and 
Liberty into oppreſſion of the people, it plea- 
ſed God out of his {ecret and unſcarchable 
judgements to ſuffer the Sons of Violence 
to prevail againſt the Lords Anviuted ; and 
| FP : then 


C41) Fe- 
then-they would know no  differetice be« 
tween his being conquered and guiky. 
They could find no way to juſtifie theit 
former wickedneſs, but by adding 'more :* - 
The conſciouſneſs of their own guilt, and 
the fears of the puniſhment due to it, made 

{ them unquiet and thoughtfull ,' as long as . 
his life and preſence did upbraid them with 
the one, and made them Farfull of the other. 
And when they found the greatneſs and: cori- 
Rancy of his mind, the firmneſs of his Pie- 
ty, thezeal he had for the true intereſt of the 
people, would not ſuffer him to betray his 
Truſt for the ſaving of his lifes they charge 
him with their own guilt, and make him 
ſuffer becauſe they had deſerved to do, it. . 
And as if it had not been enough to have 
abuſed the names of Religion and Liberty 
before, they reſolve to make the. very name 
of Juſtice to ſuffer together with their King : 

by calling that infamous company who con- 
demned. their  Soveraign, A' High Court of Ju- 
fiice which trampled under foot the Laws 
both of Grod and men. Bur leſt the world 
ſhould imagine they had any ſhame left-in . 


their ſins, they make the people: witneſſes of 


his Murther , and pretend the Power of the 
People for doing that, which they did deteſt. 
and abhor. Thus fell our Royal Martyr a 
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Gacrifice to.;the cfury: of anreaſonable men! 
who cither. were: 10;-blind! as* nottto ſe6-hi 
worth, of rather fo bad as cor hate him forie. 
And as God garve once to the people of the 
Jews a King im his Anger, being provoked to 
it by their fins, we have cauſe to he that up- 
on the ſame account he took away one of the 
beſt of Kings from us in his wrath. But bleſſed 
be that God, who in the midft of judgement 
was pleaſed to remember mercy, in the-mi- 
raculous preſervation, and glorious reftaura- 
tion of our Crracious Soveraign , let us have 
a care then of abuſing the mercies of ſo great 
a deliverance to quite other ends than God in- 
tended it for, leſt he be provoked to lay to us, 
as he did of old to the Jews, But if ye ſhall ſtill 
do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your 
King. And if we look on this as a dreadful 
judgement, let us endeavour to prevent it by 
a timely and fincere reformation of our lives, 
and by our hearty ſupplications to God that 
he would preſerve the perſon -of our Sorve- 
raign from all the attempts of violence, that he 
would ſo dirc&t his counſels, and profper his 
affairs, that His Government may be a lang and 
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